Where’s the Evidence?

Youth Aflame – 2/7/01

So many people use scriptures to prove the fact that God is alive and real. They’ve heard Bible verses about God from Sunday school classes or in their youth group. They say all the right words and seem to talk about God as if they were close to Him. The trouble is, they sound like they are talking about a friend of a friend instead of their friend. They talk about God as if He’s someone they’ve heard of rather than someone they’ve met. They may even say that they have a personal relationship with Him and quote Scripture to back it up, but when you look in their eyes, you don’t see the evidence of a changed life. 

2 Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness but denying its power 

People with a form of godliness but who deny God’s power are sort of close to God or they sort of talk about God, but they really have no power in their life. If they had the power of God working their life, you would see some changes taking place. My question for you today is, “Do you have the evidence of a changed life?” 

If Jesus is really real, then when you talk about Him, you shouldn’t be talking about a friend of a friend, but your friend. You should be able to refer to personal experiences when He really changed your life. 

You can say, “Oh yes, He’s changed my life.” But how did He change your life? Do you think He’s changed your life because everyone’s told you that when you prayed the salvation prayer He changed your life? Or do you know He has changed your life because when you met Him your whole heart changed, your direction changed, and your passions in life changed? Can you say that He stopped you in your tracks and you’ve never been the same since? 

Churches are full of people who talk a lot about God and how Jesus has changed their life, but there doesn’t seem to be any evidence. Every once in a while you’ll come across someone who may not know all the scriptures or what the Bible has to say about certain things, but when you look in their eyes and listen to the way they talk about God, you can tell that a miracle has happened in their life. They’re so happy, so changed, and so different.  

Galatians 5:22
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 13But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14Therefore He says:


“Awake, you who sleep,


Arise from the dead,


And Christ will give you light.”

15See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

17Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another in the fear of God.

Do you have a testimony? At the drop of a hat, could you share with excitement & enthusiasm what God has done in your life, or would you say, “Well, I go to church, and I don’t do bad things”?

We’re not just talking about THE PAST, even…what has God done for you LATELY? We know that as believers we walk and live by faith, every day we should draw closer to God and not be backing up. In a life or death situation, would you be ready to have an answer for someone, or to minister life to him or her?

God hooks us up with people every day that need a touch from Him…we have ample opportunity to draw others into a relationship with Christ, we just need to recognize it. The question today is…do you have a relationship with Christ? Or, do you just claim to be His?

EX: I could tell you a whole lot of things about Michael Jordan…study his life…but until I sit down & share our heart of hearts together, I don’t know him…SAME WITH GOD!

Are you looking for opportunities to grow in Christ? (Besides coming to youth…perfect one coming up…ATF, going w/ expectancy)

Can I be very blunt for a moment (this includes me)? If you’re not reading your Bible on a regular basis, not praying on a regular basis, not attending church on a regular basis, and not sharing your faith on a regular basis, then you probably don’t have a relationship with God. That’s hard, but true.

John 10 - He Calls His Sheep By Name (The Message)

“Let me set this before you as plainly as I can. If a person climbs over or through the fence of a sheep pen instead of going through the gate, you know he’s up to no good—a sheep rustler! The shepherd walks right up to the gate. The gatekeeper opens the gate to him and the sheep recognize his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he gets them all out, he leads them and they follow because they are familiar with his voice. They won’t follow a stranger’s voice but will scatter because they aren’t used to the sound of it.”

Jesus told this simple story, but they had no idea what he was talking about. So he tried again. “I’ll be explicit, then. I am the Gate for the sheep. All those others are up to no good—sheep stealers, every one of them. But the sheep didn’t listen to them. I am the Gate. Anyone who goes through me will be cared for—will freely go in and out, and find pasture. A thief is only there to steal and kill and destroy. I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of.

“I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd puts the sheep before himself, sacrifices himself if necessary. A hired man is not a real shepherd. The sheep mean nothing to him. He sees a wolf come and runs for it, leaving the sheep to be ravaged and scattered by the wolf. He’s only in it for the money. The sheep don’t matter to him.

“I am the Good Shepherd. I know my own sheep and my own sheep know me. In the same way, the Father knows me and I know the Father. I put the sheep before myself, sacrificing myself if necessary.

Are you recognizing Jesus’ voice when He calls? More importantly, do you answer Him? IS THERE EVIDENCE OF THE KING OF KINGS LIVING INSIDE OF YOU?
