"Where ya at?"

Youth Aflame

Have you heard of the saying, "It's okay to be where you're at, just don't
stay there long?" Sometimes I think we put un-added pressures on ourselves. (Definitely not God) How? By expecting more than God
wants us to produce at the time we think we have to produce it. 

Jesus made this statement:


John 8:36 "Whom the son sets free is free indeed." 

In Philippians 3:16 - Paul is making a "Free Indeed" statement. It goes beyond just being free, but ruling free (Free Indeed)…God has CALLED you to RULE and REIGN!

Philippians 3:16 (Amplified) "Only let us hold true to what we have already attained and walk and order our lives by that."

Philippians 3:14 (NLT) I strain to reach the end of the race and receive the prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven.

Philippians 3:12-13 (NLT) 

Pressing toward the Goal
12I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection! But I keep working toward that day when I will finally be all that Christ Jesus saved me for and wants me to be. 13No, dear brothers and sisters, I am still not all I should be, but I am focusing all my energies on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead,


Paul’s ministry was impressive, but he was not yet there all the way! He was
basically saying, "The place that I’m at now, at this point is powerful enough,
knowledgeable enough, faith enough, strong enough, wise enough to meet the
needs of my spiritual life at this time." (Remember, he was still “pressing toward the mark”, this doesn’t exclude our extreme devotion & race, it should motivate us to run better, stronger, faster…BUT, enjoy the scenery during the run!)

Pastor Mac Hammond quotes: "The 'mark' is something that gives your
life immediate direction." The mark where Paul was at this time, still
aware that he's yet to attain it all (vs. 12 & 13) or captured it to make
it his own, but he's pressing towards the mark. And the mark of where he's
at, at that time, was enough to order his life.

Sometimes we frustrate God by expecting more out of ourselves than God expects out of us.

There is a place, when you're there, that Christ is sufficient enough to
meet whatever you're expecting need is. Don't exasperate your steps by
walking bigger than you are at the moment. Yes, we are to talk BIG, see
BIG, think BIG and do BIG, but it's a process that we automatically become
a part of as we "press toward the mark."

Enjoy the place you're at when you're at it. Quit trying to be what you
want to be until you get there! Enjoy where you're at today and remember
it's enough to "order your life by it". You can become FRUSTRATED and DISCOURAGED by not being where you’re at with joy, and living the abundant life that Jesus paid the price for! 
(Touch on how we bless God, by receiving all of His benefits)
Here's more about the Lessons we Learn when we're where we're "at". There is a reason that you're at where you're at and it's not just to look at
where you want to be at. (?)

The Lord orders each of our steps. That means life is full of steps. "Steps" represent a continuous process of movement from here to there. It never ends until you do. (In other words it never ends until you end it.)

There’s a test to find whether your mission on earth is finished: If you're still alive, it isn't finished. So until we're either dead or raptured, this life is a "step by step" process. The value of the steps is in the knowledge and the wisdom of what you gain when you step to "there".

If God is interested in getting you "there" He could just put you there.
Why waste the time? There are lessons to be learned on the way to
getting "there". So when you get "there" you've got something to sustain
you and something to give others on their way "there".

The book of Exodus has a prime example of God's attitude about, "while you
are here"… When Pharaoh let the people go, God led them not by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was nearer; for God said:

(Exodus 13:17) "Lest the people change their purpose when they see war and return to Egypt."

God is awesome! He knew the condition of the people's faith. He knew at
that moment and at that time that they could not deal with the
confrontations they were about to confront. So instead of taking them by
the way of an eleven-day stretch, He took them on route 40. (Forty years.)

If God was just concerned about them getting "there" He could have just
wiped out all the armies before them and got them "there" in eleven days.
He wanted them to realize the importance of the stages of faith and enjoy
the action of the ordering of their lives by what they had at that moment.

God was still leading them (fire by night, cloud by day), feeding them
(manna), and watering them (rock water). But it took forty years before
they grasped the reality of the mark and entered into its dimension of the
prize. It took longer and cost more than God intended because the people
constantly griped about what they didn't have as they were on their way to
get it.

Lesson learned? Don't gripe and complain about where you are "at" as God is leading you. If you start to complain and gripe it will take you longer to get "there".
