TRUE WORSHIPERS

Last week we talked about worshiping God in the hard times…under any circumstances. Let’s look at these verses.


Habakkuk 3:17 & 18 – “17Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 18yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.”


Psalm 100 – “1Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 2Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.  3Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.  4Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.  5For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.”


Habakkuk 2:20 – “But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him."

Isaiah 62:1 – “For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not remain quiet, till her righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.”


Galatians 5:1 – “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

How much longer will you keep silent?  How much longer will you remain quiet?  Your salvation is assured through the blood of Christ Jesus!  You no longer have to fear death!  Be joyful; fill your heart with praise for our Lord who has saved you from this world.  Be thankful and worship God!

What is the place of worship in a Christian’s life as you understand it? 
What is the place of worship in your life now? 

John 4:23 “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.”  

What does this verse mean to you?  
What does the Lord want from each of us more than anything else?  
Do you feel you are a worshiper?

The Father is not seeking worship itself, but worshipers.  When we offer our worship to the Father it is not worship He seeks but the interactive relationship with His children.  In John 4:23, the word “seeking” is zeteo in the Greek.  In its context it has the added connotation of “require” or “demand.”  So our Father is requiring or demanding us to worship Him in spirit and truth.

WHY WE WORSHIP

The need or desire to worship is born in every person.  It is not something that is taught or developed.  It is created within us to do.  Think if you will of every culture in the world. No explorer has ever found a tribe or culture that did not worship.  Each culture worships something or someone.  Some worship self or money, some idols, others false gods. Because we are born with a desire and instinct to worship, the question is not do we worship, but whom do we worship. 
a 

“Worship is first and foremost for His benefit, not ours, though it is marvelous to discover that in giving Him pleasure, we ourselves enter into what can become our richest and most wholesome experience in life.”  Graham Kendrick
a 

“Our entire being is fashioned as an instrument of praise.  Just as a master violin maker designs an instrument to produce maximum aesthetic results, so God tailor-made our bodies, souls and spirits to work together in consonance to produce pleasing expressions of praise and worship.  When we use body language to express praise, that which is internal becomes visible.”  Don McMinn
What does Matthew 6:33 say? 

What does Romans 12:1 tell us?
So if worship is the most important thing we can do as Christians, then what about Jesus’ last command to us to “Go and tell...?”  I always thought that our main purpose in life was to share Jesus with others. If we are truly people of worship, not just in the church on Sunday’s, but are truly people who love God and worship Him with our total being, then I believe we will draw people to Christ through our lives of worship.   Yes, we must go and tell others of Christ, but a result of our worship will be people coming to Christ and thus drawing others to become worshipers.

Saved to Worship

Have you ever thought about why God sent His Son to die on the cross for you? Was it to keep you from Hell?  Was it so that your life would be easier? Why did God choose to send His only Son to die on a cross for you?


(John 3:16) I believe that love was the motivating factor as to why God sent His Son.  He loved us that much.  He desires for us to spend eternity with Him.   And what do you think we will do in heaven for eternity?


Read Revelation 4:8-11.  What does John say about what he saw in heaven?
God saves us so that we might spend eternity with Him, so that we might be the worshipers that He seeks in this verse…

 John 4:23 “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such the Father seeks to be His worshipers.”

Who is a true worshiper?   Can one who doesn’t know Christ as Savior worship Him?  A true worshiper is a Christian, one who is saved.  God saves us that we may be worshipers.  There is no difference between a Christian and a worshiper. Let’s look a bit further in scripture.  
Acts 18:13  

Could the word “worship” be replaced with the word “salvation” in this passage?  (Try it, read again) What Paul was doing was persuading men to become saved.  To Paul, when men became saved, they were worshipers.  He used the both words to mean the same thing.

A believer is just another word for worshiper.  The goal of salvation is to produce truly acceptable worshipers.  Our reason and goal for witnessing to people should not be to save them from Hell, although that is a good reason; it should be to call all people to worship the God who is worthy of worship. 

When I first realized the truth of Jesus and the cross, I discovered that God loved me and desired for me to give my life to Him.  I wept, fell on my knees, praised Him, and worshiped Him.  It was the only response there could have been as a result of what Christ had done for me.  Worship was the response, and at that moment I became a worshiper.  This response was not special to my situation.  It is revealed a number of times in the scriptures.  

Let’s look at a few verses.  List the different responses of worship:

Matthew 2:11; Matthew 8:1-2; Matthew 9:18; Matthew 14:33; Matthew 28:9
As Christians the question is not should we worship, or whom do we worship, but how do we worship?  What does it mean to worship in spirit and truth?  What is acceptable and spiritual?  What is unacceptable to God?
Worship can be defined as recognizing and proclaiming the worth, value, majesty, honor and glory of God and giving homage, respect, reverence and praise to God. I like the following definition: “Worship is one’s heart expression of love, adoration, honor, and praise to the Living God with an acceptable attitude and a acknowledgment of His supremacy and Lordship.”
Genesis 18:2 uses the Hebrew word for worship, which is shahah.  What is it that Abraham does that is shahah or worship?
Worship is something that we do.  It is an acceptable attitude expressed such as Abraham did as he bowed down.  Worship is purely and solely for the Lord and should be a natural outflow of an inward attitude of pure affection.
Worship begins as we understand who Christ is and what He means to us, how He saved us from death and hell, and how He gives us joy and abundant life here on the earth.  As we grow to know Him better through a personal relationship and through our prayer life and bible study, we begin to develop a deeper part of that relationship “Worship.”  This is the part where it becomes difficult at times to express how we feel because of the depth of our love.

(EX: Man – Wife relationship…run out of words, more expressed by doing…becomes more intimate…we must do the same w/ God!)

Most of the time when we enter into a worship service, we come with the attitude of what can I receive from this service?  Has the worship leader picked good songs this week? Will I leave feeling that I have worshiped?   I hope the sermon is funny this week.
When we enter a worship service, the question in our minds and hearts should always be what can I give today in worship through my singing, listening and participation, that will be pleasing to the Lord?  David did this very thing. Throughout the Psalms David praised God and worshiped Him.  I don’t believe he expected anything in return.  It was always a giving thing with him.  The result of his praise, however, was that God did bless him and protect him from his enemies.  He praised God for the protection before and after it had occurred.  It would be my life’s goal to have the Lord say of me that I was a man after God’s own heart.
You will also discover that worship is coming before God with a heart to give and not receive.  If worship is the outward expression of an inward attitude, then entering a worship service with the attitude of what can I get out of this service is not true worship. If you enter into a relationship with the attitude of what can I get out of this relationship, you will never experience love.  You will only desire to take and not give.  When I think of the greatest act of love that anyone can do for another, I think of someone giving up his or her life for another.  The key here is giving.  The same applies to worship.  You cannot have a relationship with the Lord that is true without giving.
Read Genesis 22:5-18. How does this act relate to worship? 

Read V. 5 again.  What did Abraham tell his servants he was going to do? 

Read Psalm 27:6, 50:14, 107:22, Hebrews 13:15.  What word is most common in each of these verses?
Some sing, “We bring a sacrifice of praise...”…Is it really a sacrifice?  Some days I’m sure it is, and that’s what God desires of us in our worship. (Discuss singing songs w/o meaning…EX: “Jesus I’d do anything for you…then look across the sanctuary and say…SKANK!!)

Sacrifice = giving something up.  In the Old Testament, it was the best of the flocks that were sacrificed.  God required their best, and so it is with us in our worship today.  God requires our zeteo, our worship. Sometimes it takes a sacrifice of self to worship because we don’t always feel like it. When we start with sacrifice, God honors and blesses our worship to the point where we end up receiving much more than we could ever give.  When we enter our times of worship with the attitude of how much can I give to the Lord today through my prayer, praise, singing, and listening, then you will come away knowing that you have worshiped.  Whatever you needed when you entered will come as a by-product of your giving.
We need to be careful when we worship that the expression is a result of what is real and true in us.  Our motives and hearts need to be in the right place. 

Psalm 24:3-6. Many times we are caught mimicking someone else in his or her worship or copying the worship leader. Worship must come from within you.  It is a product of who you are in Christ and a result of your love to Him.  Worship is the result of our relationship to Him.

NEXT WEEK: PRAISE

