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INTRODUCTION
Many Christians believe the only reason for being saved (born again, becoming a Christian, etc.) is to escape hell and be destined for heaven forever. They never enter into the fullness of life and the plans and purposes God has for them.  The truth is that there is so much more to being saved than just being saved!  
NOT MY OWN?
One major truth that so many people don't realize about the Christian life is that we consciously and willfully hand over our life to God when we become born again.  That means all your plans, all your dreams, all your desires, everything!  You give the ownership of your life over to God! He is Lord, PERIOD! (EX: Car title of your parent’s car)
It is for this very reason why many people make a decision for God, then backslide soon afterward.  They didn't really understand what "giving your life to Jesus" really meant.  Also this is the reason why many Christians never go or grow very far in their Christian walk.  They never really give God everything.  They still want to be in control of their life.

Luke 9:23-24 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.
Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
1 Corinthians 6:20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.
SO MUCH MORE!
Okay, so now we know that Christianity is more than just being saved from hell.  We also know that the true disciple of Christ is one that has given Him everything.  So what is our purpose from then on?  Our purpose is...
...To fulfill God's plan and purpose for our life, whatever that may be.
That's very general, but it’s the truth…and when we get a hold of it, we’ll go a long way with God.  
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.
Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.
You were created by God to fulfill the plans He has prepared for you to do!  That's how important you are to God!  And if you think you have no purpose for living, you are so wrong!  The Creator of the universe has an assignment designed just for you that no one else could do better!
Sadly though, many people in the world never fulfill the plans God has for them.  God then chooses to use other vessels, but His will is that you carry out the plan He has for you!  No one can do it better.  He gives you a choice whether you will follow Him wholeheartedly, or follow yourself.  What will it be?
WHATEVER WILL BE WILL BE?
Some think:  If God is all powerful and in control, then my life will naturally follow the course that He has planned and I can't do anything about it, right?  Wrong.  We can't fully comprehend God and understand His ways.  It is impossible for us, as we are mere humans.  One thing I do know is that God has made us all with the ability to choose, and to make our own decisions.  We can choose to follow Christ or not.  The responsibility rests on us.  On judgment day when we stand before Him, we will have to stand alone and give account of the choices we made.     
HOW CAN I KNOW GOD'S WILL FOR MY LIFE?
(A question countless books have been written on) When we totally give up ownership of our life to God, then He will start us on the great adventure!  Many people struggle with this as they have big plans for their life e.g. they may want to become a doctor etc.  It may be God's plan that they become a doctor too, but they must be willing to give it all up and be God's vessel to shape and use for His purposes whatever they may be.
When you are in that place of total surrender, God will start to show you His plans for you.  They may be short term, or long, but He will show you! YOU are God’s will IN ACTION!
LIFE TO THE FULLEST
A wrong mindset that many people have (including me once upon a time) is that if I give my life totally to God, then He will send me to the Amazon or somewhere and I will be totally miserable.  Nothing could be further from the truth!

Yes, God may lead you to do some things that you may not feel comfortable with doing, but believe me, you won't be truly happy and fulfilled doing anything else!  In my experience walking in God's will is the most fulfilling life I could ever live.  It is what God has planned each of us to do!  Of course it is the most fulfilling!  Sadly, many people never enter into the purposes God has for them because they don't trust Him with their life.
John 10:10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.
ME... A MISSIONARY?
Most Christians never enter into 'full-time Christian work' and God has planned it that way.  Most Christians work everyday jobs, in normal places, definitely not the jungle in the middle of nowhere.  All Christians everywhere are called to be missionaries, if not to different cultures overseas, to their own friends and family, to their own work-mates, and those who rub shoulders with them everyday!  
You may be the only person who can reach your workmates for Christ.  You may be the only Christian they know.  You may be the only chance they have to hear the gospel of salvation.  You may be the only person...  The mandate of preaching the good news to all people isn't just for the pastor; it is for all of us!  Your school or work place is such a harvest field of souls.  Don't waste the opportunity!  Of course you should be willing to give up all and go to the Amazon if God wants you there!
TIME WASTED?
One common thought is, "I have spent so much of my life out of God's will, How do I get back on track, is all the past wasted?"
With God, nothing is wasted.  And God can use past experiences good and bad, for His glory, e.g. counseling others, encouraging others to learn from our mistakes etc.  Although we weren't living in God's perfect plan for our lives, He still causes us to learn from those experiences.
If you know you are out of God's will and want to get back on track, all it takes is a serious decision and prayer, then the practical out-workings of that decision (which may mean breaking off a relationship, changing jobs, makings amends etc.).  God will reveal to you what He wants you to do, and He will give you the strength and ability to do it.  
TRAINING
To be used mightily for God, we must train ourselves in God's Word (the Bible), attend a local church regularly, hang out with on-fire Christians, pray like mad, do all we can to equip ourselves for God's service. Go to Bible College or training schools if that’s what God wants! Go on mission trips during the summer!
You don’t have to try to be a Bible Hero you are one! The Bible heroes and heroines we read about in the Bible were just like you and I!  They were normal everyday people, who God was able to use mightily because they lived their lives totally surrendered to Him. God will use you mightily too if you live a life totally surrendered to Him everyday.  Are you willing to make that sacrifice and become a living sacrifice?
KNOW GOD AND MAKE GOD KNOWN – THE REASON WE’RE SAVED
This one phrase is our reason for being saved in a nutshell and is our mandate in this lifetime.  When you begin to spend time alone with God and develop an intimate relationship with Him, you will naturally begin to know His ways and you will hear His still small voice directing you as to where your life will go.  As you do that, God will give you the courage, opportunity, and ability to effectively make Him known to others around you.   
CONCLUSION
If the following is the only thing you get out of this study, it will be worthwhile...
God loves you, He created you for a purpose, and you will never be fulfilled in life out of His will!  You are not just saved from hell, you are saved to know God and make Him known, to fulfill His plans for you!
          "Follow me,” Luke 5:27b
          To be called to follow Christ is a high honour; higher indeed than any honour men can bestow upon each other.1 – AW Tozer
