RUNNING YOUR RACE

(Share about races…the world’s thinking now about kids just having fun…no winners…salvation is winning! Michael Johnson, Jordan etc.)

We have to stay qualified! There are many things we can do to stay qualified in running a race. Paul talked a lot about running the race (Hebrews 12:1) but I want us to get focused on your purpose for this race.

(Share stats of how the race affects other pastors)
90% of pastors work more than 46 hours a week.
80% believe that pastoral ministry is affecting their families negatively.
33% believe that being in the ministry was an outright hazard to their family.
75% reported a significant crisis due to stress at least once in their ministry.
50% felt unable to meet the need of their job.


Now those are negative stats, and it should not have to be that way…that's why I have to know how to stay focused on my purpose for this race! 

Jesus is our leader in this magnificent race. He never pushes, He leads!

STAYING QUALIFIED 

There was a Newsweek article about a young lady by the name of Linda Helmsley. Linda was a superb athlete. She began training as a child for long distance running. She was at USC in one of the track meets just a few years ago
running a race (I believe it was the 800-mete). She had run on this track several times. Half way through this race and right in front of all of the spectators, even her parents, she left the track. Without breaking stride, she ran straight up the bleachers to the top level right between all the spectators, out on to the main road, ran all the way down the road to a bridge and jumped off the bridge to commit suicide. 

The pressure of competition was so great she couldn't handle it any more.
You see, it's not how you start the race, it's how you end the race.

"For this reason, Christ the One Who arranges a new covenant so that those who have been called by God that are invited, might receive the eternal blessings that God has promised." (Hebrews 9:15)

(Notice, "Might receive."…Another translation says, "might finish." So it could read like this, "...might finish the eternal blessings that God has promised.")

QUESTION: Is eternity still forever? Salvation? Is God's love? If the answer to those questions is, "YES!" And if God is still the same, His Word is still the same, His power is still the same and His principles are still the same, then why are there less people finishing the race than there was that began the race? Because they stopped in the middle of the race! They simply gave up. 

One of Pastor Dave’s sayings is, "Be sharp enough to stick in the ground and green enough to grow" Don't quit the race teenagers! You have been called for such a time as this! This world needs you! You are the light of this world that will
bring revival to this nation and to the uttermost parts of this earth! If you don't quit, you'll win!

FOCUS

Ever hear the old cliché, "If you feel far from God, guess who moved?"

 You’ve got to get focused on whom Jesus really is, in order to effectively run your race. I believe that teenagers don't want to be entertained! You can get that on MTV. No! I know that you’re craving the supernatural! Those around you need to see the supernatural move of God and the supernatural difference it makes in your life.

I don't want anyone here that is on fire for God to end up like Linda (The
suicide runner) who literally ends up running off track, totally confused, totally frustrated, and making a statement like, "I'm tired of competition".

We're not competing against one another! We are, however, in a way competing against the devil. (Good news tho, we won!!)

If you're competing, you're in the flesh! When you're in the Spirit you're soaring! Why? Because we've already won! The flesh is in competition but the Spirit is soaring because we have already won.

ICE CREAM (TRUE) STORY
A man sent a letter to General Motors complaining about his Pontiac. He prefaced this letter by saying that he'd written several letters to the CEO of GM
Motors and after reading the letter they thought the guy was an idiot.

Here is how the letter read…
"I guess what I should tell you right off the bat is, our family loves
ice cream. And that's when the problem began. Every night after dinner, our
family has a custom where we get into the car (our Pontiac) and we drive to
the ice cream parlor and we order ice cream. We get it, we take it back
home and we eat it. But we've noticed one problem. Every time we go to the
ice cream parlor and we order vanilla ice cream, our Pontiac won't start.
We've ordered every flavor in the place just to make sure we were right,
but our Pontiac is being cursed by vanilla. There is a vanilla poltergeist
in our Pontiac."

Now, after reading this letter, the CEO threw it away but the letters kept
coming! This was a brand new Pontiac! But after 4 or 5 letters, they
finally decided that they better do something. The CEO said, "Look, unless
we check this guy out, he's going to hound us to death." So he sent this a
mechanical engineer out to visit this man.

The engineer, after flying to the city, was surprised to find this man was
a very well educated, middle class American and he was not weird. He told
the Pontiac owner, "Look, my job this week is to find out what's wrong with
your Pontiac." So he ate with his family and then he went to the ice cream
parlor with the family. If they would go and order Rocky Road, the Pontiac
would start. Any other flavor, for that matter, the Pontiac would start.
But sure enough, every night they ordered vanilla ice cream, the Pontiac
would not start!

Any other flavor of ice cream the Pontiac would start. But, every night the family ordered vanilla ice cream, the Pontiac would not start!

Immediately, the engineer started to take notes and figure out statistics. He started to calculate the time, place, how long they spent in the ice cream parlor.

Finally, he started noticing the time. He noticed that when they went in for vanilla at the ice cream parlor that it was at the very front of the freezer. It was the most popular flavor people buy and they can get it and take it right back into the car. But all of the other flavors were in the back of the freezer and it always took a while for people to decide what flavor to get because there were so many to choose from.

When the engineer realized that the Pontiac would not start because it had
to do with time, he began to investigate the engine and realized that this
whole problem was due to a thing called vapor lock.

Sometimes when the motor is hot, and you turn it off for a short period of time it won't start again right away. That's vapor lock. The fuel turns to vapor before it even gets into the combustion chamber and it just won't start until the engine cools off. But the family didn't know that. They just thought their car was allergic to vanilla ice cream!

Now why did I tell you that story? You need more out of life than just
vanilla ice cream. You don't need something that's going to stop you and
not start you! You need a lifestyle of the God that is in you! You need to be in church where you can be taught the Word of God, where you can deal with issues and problems that you face every day.

Don't get disqualified over vanilla ice cream. Run your race for God! It's time to stay focused and not give in to pressure!

"The battle is not yours but to be still, see the salvation and take your
position." (II Chronicles 20:17 Joey Bock Translation)

PRESSURE

 When you are running a race there always seems to be pressure that will come against you trying to discourage you and try to make you want to give up.

MORE DISTURBING MINISTRY STATS (Pastors)
50% feel that they are unable to meet the needs of the job.
90% feel that they have been inadequately trained to cope with the demands placed on them by the ministry.
40% report a serious conflict with parishioners at least once a month.
70% of pastors do not have someone they consider a close friend.
70% say they have a lower self-image as a pastor now, than when they started.

(PRESSURE!!! It’s not from God…the Holy Spirit leads, never pushes)

We need to learn that Joseph spirit. To resign from pressure. Joseph refused to allow any circumstance to dominate his life. He learned to resign. It is a matter of resignation to circumstances and submission to the Spirit of God. 


We  need to stay focused. Learn to resign and surrender to Jesus Christ, not the circumstances. For 13 years of Joseph's life, he was in prison but refused to act like a prisoner. He was a slave but refused to act like a slave. So let me ask you, are you still qualified to run this race? Do you think that I'm going to let those stats change my focus? NO! Do you think that I'm going to quit if any type of pressure comes up against me? NO!

THE BIG PICTURE

EX: I once tried to look at one of those pictures w/ all the dots (couldn’t get focused no matter how hard I tried!)

When you get your focus on Jesus Christ, you will see the big picture. You will see your purpose, you will see His plan and you will see His provision. So we just need to get focused on Jesus Christ. Get back to the basics. If you want to finish this race, get back to the basics. Get into God's Word.

I've only been in youth ministry for about 5 years and I'll have to be honest,
there have been a couple times when I've wanted to quit. (Aaron & I only ones here!) But every time I've wanted to quit, you know what happened? I got out of focus. I had to step back and look at the big picture, Jesus!

You know what you need to do? You need to understand what's happening in
your life and in the people's lives around you. You need to get to the core of the situation. We're not fighting against flesh and blood. It's principalities and powers. (Ephesians 6:12) Our enemy is nothing but the devil and sure he's got a good plan, but God's plan is better!

I don't care what the stats say. I don't care how big satan's youth group seems to be compared to ours. We are growing and we are awesome. Not haughty because of the flesh, but because of who God is. And YOU are going to win this generation. But only if you stay in it and finish the race!

If you lose your faith, you'll stumble in the race and you'll never finish.


I love what Paul said…

"Man, I have finished my course. I've finished it! I ran a good race and I've kept my faith". (2nd Timothy 4:7 Joey Bock Translation - Not yet available in print.)

You know what the number one goal that satan has for this generation? It is
to discredit God in our eyes. He does that by trying to steal our faith. Satan tries to use every means that he can think of to do it. He is out to defunct God's relationship with man by saying, "God is the one that you should be angry at." and not the devil…but God's love keeps pumping and His people keep coming
and His grace keeps living and the revival is here now.

I want you to pray this out loud so you can hear it with your own ears! If someone is sitting next to you just freak him or her out and tell him or her that they need to pray along with you. Here we go... 

"Lord, I'm going to finish this race. I am committed to Your Word. I am
committed to Your promise. I am committed to Your plan. And I'm ready for
the provision. Provide me the strength, the power and the ability to do
what's needed for this generation to find you. In Jesus' Name. Amen." 

I believe that if you stay committed to God's Word that you will not fall away from the army of God. I believe that we will not have casualties. When we put on the armor of God (Ephesians 6:11) we're going to have integrity. People are going to look at us and they're going to see Jesus!

In Mark chapter six we see Jesus dealing with His disciples. These disciples had been following Jesus for some time and now Jesus basically said, "OK guys, it's time to lose yourself on somebody else's life. It's time to move on. I've been teaching you and you've been watching Me. You've been seeking Me. You now understand My plan and My purpose. Now get out there and do it."

He called His disciples together and He sent them out two by two. The Bible
says that He gave them authority. (RESPECT MY AUTHORITY!! {southpark})


"And they went out, and preached that men should repent. And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them." (Mark 6:12-13 KJV)

Look what happened in verse 14! The Amplified Bible says, "...for Jesus'
name had become well known!"

When the power of God is working, Jesus' reputation starts to be collected in the people's lives. They know about Him. Does your city know about Jesus? Does your high school or college know about Jesus? His reputation is totally based upon our ability to get Him out there or to get His Name well known.

The disciples reputation didn't grow, Peter's reputation didn't grow - Jesus' reputation started to grow. Do you now why? It’s because they walked in the power and the authority of God. And when you walk in the power and the authority of God, Jesus' reputation is going to be noticed.

How many know that the world needs to see Jesus? We need to get His reputation out there because His reputation is infallible. His reputation is the cure!

So as we saw in Mark 6:32 the disciples went two by two casting out devils and healing the sick. They came back excited! You know, Peter was telling Jesus, "Listen man, I mean, hello. You shoulda' seen it! Demons! Big slimy ugly ones! We cast them out!"

But the story doesn't stop there. Only 137 verses later in Mark chapter 9, a man walked up to the disciples with a boy. He said, "I've heard about the great exploits you've done. I've heard about that longevity. I know how qualified you are. I've just got a boy. I don't have a giant, I don't have a multitude, I've just got my little 9 year old boy. Would you just cast that devil out of him?"

Peter rolled up his sleeves, spit on his hands (Just for effect.) and said, "Come out of him." And the boy got worse! One after another they started praying for him. Can you imagine? The father, in tears, saying, "I need some help here. I just need a boy delivered."

Then Jesus walked up. "What's the commotion?" By that time a crowd had
gathered again, but this time the crowd was seeing unbelief and doubt and
failure instead of seeing the power and authority that they saw just 137
verses earlier.

 The world is watching you! I have a message that I’m gonna do called
"People under the stares.” People are watching you. They want to see Jesus' reputation. Jesus' reputation is not built on bitterness and resentment. Jesus won't be found in bed involved in sexual activity. He won't be found lying, He won't be found cheating. He won't be found discouraged, frustrated or spiteful. He won't ever be found giving up.

So just what did Jesus do at that point in time?

Jesus, seeing the commotion, walked over and said, "What's going on?" And the boy's father said, "I brought my son to your disciples, those great men of God that (Just 137 scriptures earlier) were just preaching up a storm, casting out devils, and raising the dead but they can't cast a devil out of my little boy."

Can you imagine His frustration? He even names His frustration. "How long
am I going to have to put up with you?" (Mark 9:19) 

Boy, that's pretty discouraging! Can you imagine Jesus saying that to you? By that time the crowd was coming around. Jesus saw the crowd and knew that they knew that the disciples were powerless. The Bible says Jesus laid hands on the little boy and he immediately recovered. He was healed.

What did Jesus tell his disciples when they asked why they could not cast
out the devil? "This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting."
(Mark 9:29) He basically told the disciples that they were not praying and
consecrating themselves unto God. Simple as that! You have to keep your
fire and you have to keep fired up. That only comes by prayer, separating
yourself unto Him and by reading the Word of God.

Remember how excited your were when you first got saved?
EX: (My salvation experience…fear & no zeal until I got filled w/ the Holy Ghost). 
But then I got filled with the Holy Ghost! Do you know what I did then? I invented ways to give the devil a rash! (He had hemorrhoids so bad he couldn't sit!)

When I got filled with the Holy Ghost, man something happened to me. I
started preaching to people at work, on the street & being bold!

