The Ancient Writings of God? �Mark Batteiger ��Will the Real God Please Standup���There are four works in the world that claim to have God’s authorship on�them. In other words, written by God. There are a large number of�denominations, faiths and religious practices of the world, but there are�only four writings. I’m going to use the scientific approach. All I want�to do is right. That’s why you’re here. All you want to do what’s right.�I am going to test it. God gave you and me a brain, so lets test it�together. Let’s see what we can get going. ��The Vedas / The Koran / The Mormon Books / The Bible��All supposed to have been written by God. Which came from God. Let’s�take a look. ��The Koran and the Vedas. Primarily associated with the Far East, but we�are aware now, at least some of us are, that the Far Eastern religions are�the fastest growing religions in the Western Hemisphere today. They are�growing at a tremendous rate. You might not think that this is�applicable, but you will be seeing it if you haven’t already been seeing�it real soon. So what is it? If I should be reading the book of the�Koran or the Vedas, I want to read it. If that’s what God wrote on,�that’s what I’m reading. �����The Vedas ��The Vedas: (knowledge); Hinduism�Vedic text presumably date from between 1500 & 500 BC. The Vedic deities�were somewhat different from those which dominate in Hinduism. Record�developments in Hinduism are indicative of a movement away from certain�aspects of classical practice, such as SUTTEE, a widow’s suicide at the�husband’s funeral, caste distinctions, karma and rebirth.��1992 Grolier Electronic Publishing Inc.��Please allow me for a moment to establish some premises. I believe if God�wrote a book, he would only write a perfect book. If God is going to�write a book, I don’t think He will give me anything that will steer me�wrong. He has to write a book by the definition of who He is. The book�can’t be changing. It must be internally consistent. What it says in the�front must be reflected in the end. We can already see that this piece�out of the encyclopedia, that the Hinduism of the earlier period is not�the same as Hinduism today. Mark a change. God is not changing if he�exists. The reality is that they are polytheistic. (Believe in a multiple�of gods) The biggest proclamation of Hinduism is that of reincarnation,�which has not one physical scread of evidence to support it anywhere, at�any time. Reincarnation defies all laws of science. What we know about�science is that everything is in a perpetual state of decay. Nothing�moves up. Always down. The second law of thermal dynamics says�everything moves down. Hinduism says everything moves up. God is not�contrary to what we see. If He made it, He will be precisely in line with�it. When was the last time you talked to Napoleon? I know we have guys�like Shirley Mclain and we have great and famous men like Mac Arthur that�think they were someone else in a previous life, but you know they can’t�prove it. They might be able to recite a few facts. “Well I think it was�like this.” Hey, come on. Here’s what the proposition is. He was a�dirty dog womanizer. When you die guess what you get to come back as? �“Rover” Now if you were a glutinous man in your life, you will come back�as “Porky” If you a good guy and went around with your orange robe on and�talk about good things, you got to go to a place called “Nirvana.” Do you�know why in the streets of New Deli you see all the poor beggars and�cripples and the natives don’t give any money to them? They believe that�they simply got what they received from their previous life. They were�bad in their life, so this time they were born with only half an arm. �Does that make sense to you? I have read the Koran and The Vedas. I have�them on modern technology in the form of a CD-ROM. The Vedas report,�because if you recall the dates which were 1500 BC to 500 BC, that the�earth was suspended on the backs of four elephants. That would have been�good back in 500 BC, because no one would have known anything different. �When the cosmonaut in the sixties, stepped out of his spacecraft and said,�“I don’t see any elephants.” Funny, did you expect some? Another thing�the cosmonaut said is, “I don’t see God.” If he’d just taken that space�suit off, he would have met Him face to face. ��The Koran or Qur’an: (Arabic for recital)��The Koran is the sacred scripture of Islam. Muslims acknowledge it as the�actual words of God revealed to the Prophet Muhammad between 610 and his�death in 632 AD.�The text contains 114 chapters, refereed to as suras, and the Koran is the�perfection of all previous revelations.��1992 Golier Electronic Publishing Inc.��You see the Koran believes in the Bible to. The Old Testament. They�believe that the revelation that came later to Mohammed was the�completeness of God’s word. Really? The Koran says it took eight days to�create the world and the Bible says seven. Actually six and He rested on�the seventh day to make a whole week. Abraham was thrown into the fire by�Nimrod. Abraham was never thrown into any fire, according to the Old�Testament. The Koran states that Moses was adopted by Pharos wife. The�Old Testament says Pharos Daughter. The problem is that the boys didn’t�have their eggs in one basket when they went to press. God doesn’t make�these kinds of mistakes. He doesn’t say that the Old Testament is a valid�text and turn around and write this stuff. God is not a God of confusion�by nature. By definition He is perfect and what ever he puts His hand to�must be perfect. ��You try to read this. Here’s how God would communicate to man.��Say, “ What do ye really misbelieve in Him who created the earth in two�days, and do ye make peers for Him? – That is the Lord of the worlds!” �And He placed thereon firm mountains above it and blessed it, and�apportioned therein it’s foods in four days alike for those who ask, Then�He made for the Heavens and it was but smoke, and He said to it and to the�earth, come ye to, whether ye will or not. They said, “We come�willingly!” And He decreed them seven heavens in two days. Sura 41:9 –12��Now where I learned math, that adds up to 8. Two for the Earth, four for�the grub and two more for the heavens. That’s not what to Old Testament�says. The Bible doesn’t mesh with the Koran. God would not say these are�My words and not have it mesh. ��The Book of Mormon:��You might say that is interesting and all kinds of wonderful stuff, but I�grew up in the Bible Belt. I’m an American and I don’t know much about�that stuff. If you want to get the bees in the beehive going, then what’s�you need to do is talk about the Book of Mormon. That is something that�is more familiar to the American culture. It is an important book in the�sense that is to supposedly has the Hand of God apon it. ��Joseph Smith: Supposedly to have received a revelation. Having received�what was referred to as the “Golden Plates”. He was given instructions to�translate into what we have called The Book of Mormon. He was told by God�very similar to men in the Old Testament profits what to write. The�Golden Tablets was the text from which he was to take the history of a�people ranging from Aproximently 400 BC to 200 AD. In the region we refer�to as South America, Central America and parts of North America. He is�responsible in the, 1800’s, to have done such a thing. The Revelation�Home was where he did the original, ” Book of the Commandments”. Here is�a section of the Book of the Commandments, the 1833 edition. ��…And you have a gift to translate the book, and I have commanded him�that he shall pretend to no other gift, for I will grant him no other gift.�Book of Commandments�Chapter 4:2 1833 Edition��Now I don’t know about you, but that is pretty easy for me to understand. �He’s got the job according to God to pretend no other gift and translate�the book. Except you know what? He had another idea in1835. He wanted�to add some more to it. So what do we find?��…And you have a gift to translate the plates, and this is the first gift�that I bestowed upon you, and I have commanded that you should pretend to�no other gift, until my purpose is fulfilled in this, for I will grant�unto you no other gift until it is finished.�Doctrine & Covenants�Chapter 32:1 1835 Edition��You see that doesn’t sound like God to me, because God doesn’t change�his mind. He doesn’t say in 1833,” Mr. Smith, I would like you to�translate this book. You have this gift and this gift alone. I say as I�said before, no other gift.” That’s recorded for you, but not many�people have the 1833 edition. The 1835 edition changes that just a little�bit so it would accommodate him so he could write the Book of Abraham, add�the Lectures of Faith and add few other things that he decided to be in�there. God didn’t authorize him to do such. Until he changed the�edition. I know that might seem to be just a little ridiculous, but it’s�the truth. The proportion is not against Mormonism or Hinduism. It’s�your brain, now you look at the facts. Would God write something one day�and change His mind the next? God doesn’t operate like that. ��The Morman Writings.��You might notice a spelling mistake. It’s not really a mistake, because I�contend that The Book of Mormon is the product of a man, or men possibly.�They’re out of this world. ��1st Nephi 4:9 And behold his sword, and he drew it forth from the sheath�thereof, and the hilt thereof was of pure gold, and the workmanship�thereof was exceedingly fine, and I saw that the blade thereof was of the�most precious steel.��The historical aspect of the Book of Mormon takes place during the time�frame I mentioned. Steel was not invented. The Bessemer process was�developed later on. If you were to read the remainder of the text in�Nephi, not only was there one sword, but there was a whole production line�of steel swords. We don’t have any record in the ancient writings of that�kind of a term being used. A man in 1813, 1817, or in 1930 would�certainly would know what that was. ��Ether 9:19 And they also had horses, and asses, and there were elephants�and cureloms and cumons; all of which were useful unto man, and more�especially the elephants and cureloms and cumons.��Do you know what we know about history? We know that the horses were not�introduced into that territory until the Spanish brought them in. We also�know that there were no elephants in South America and Central America in�the regions that the Book of Mormon describes. According to the Book of�Mormon, there were elephants, horses and there were two things that I�haven’t the foggiest idea what they are. We can’t find evidence that this�does not match historically, in the animal kingdom and in the things and�events that we know about. ��And I did teach my people that they should build buildings; and that they�should work in all manners of wood, and of iron, and of copper, and of�brass, and of steel, and of gold, and of silver, and of precious ores,�which were in great abundance. And I Nephi did build a temple and I did�construct it after the manner of the temple of Solomon, save it were not�built of so many precious things; for they were not to be found.��Well were they or weren’t they? One minute they are in great abundance�and the next minute you can’t find a one of them. What in the worlds�going on here? God doesn’t write like that. Here’s a journal called the�Young Woman’s Journal which is a publication early in the history of the�Mormon Church. Here is an article called Our Sunday Chapter.��Our Sunday Chapter��Nearly all the great discoveries of men in the last half-century have in�one way or another, either directly or indirectly, contributed to prove�Joseph Smith to be a prophet.��As far back as 1817 I know that he said the moon was inhabited by men and�woman the same as this earth, and that they lived to greater age than we�do – that they live generally to near the age of 1000 years. He describes�the men averaging near six feet in height and dressing quite uniformly in�something near the Quaker Style.��That would have went well in 1917. When the boys stepped down on the�surface of the moon, and looked around, they didn’t see Mc Donald’s�anywhere. You say,”Where did you get this stuff?” This stuff is buried. �It’s there if you dig it up. Brigham Young taught the same thing. Yep,�you bought it. Hook, line and sinker. It’s no just that. How many things�do we buy? ���$9.95 The wedger, dicer or cuber, whatever you need in the kitchen, this�thing will do it. Just send in $9.95, it’s late, I know you want to go to�bed. Write the check tonight and send it in the morning and you can have�this wonderful device. ��And millions of Americans do it, because they don’t stop to think. Use�your brain.��Not only was Cain called upon to suffer, but because of his wickedness he�became the father of an inferior race. A curse was placed upon him, and�that curse has been continued though his lineage, and must do so while�time endures.�Joseph F. Smith�The Way to Perfection�Desert Press Pg. 101��That statement was made by Joseph Smith, who was the former prophet of the�Mormon Church and if you know about the prophets of the church, they are�very close to infallible. They taught the doctrine based on the example�in the Book of Genesis that Cane was the first black man and all his�people were cursed for time and eternity. Must do so while time endures. �I understand that as being forever. Except when it became politically�expedient not to. Blacks were not allowed in the priesthood until 1970. �Suddenly we have a major doctrinal change here. God does not operate that�way. If He says while time endures, then that’s the way it is. I don’t�care if man likes it or not, but if God says you are cursed for time and�eternity, that’s just the way it is. God doesn’t change the program.��The teaching of Mormonism is the most fascinating, because it is the�youngest. By definition of experience, the younger the book, the fewer�mistakes we would find. The older the book, the more we would find. As�history has proceeded there would be the opportunity for men to mess with�it. We haven’t even gone 200 years yet. Well I know something’s screwed�up.��The inquiry you made regarding the Book of Mormon is a commendable one,�and I will be pleased to mention the part which it has played in helping�the government to unravel the problem of the aborigines…it is true that�the Book of Mormon has been the guide to almost all the major discoveries.��Letter - Ernest English - May 3, 1936��That was a letter that was circulated during the 30’s by the Mormon�people. The teaching was if you go back historically to see that they�were taking great claim that the Mormon teachings revealed the activities�of the aborigines, that is the Indians. The period prior to the Aztecs,�Incas and Mayas. Lets check with somebody.��Smithsonian Institution – Office of Anthropology�Washington DC 20560��Regarding the Book of Mormon:��The Smithsonian Institution has received hundreds of inquiries in recent�years regarding the use of the Book o Mormon as a guide to archeological�researches, Answers to most commonly asked questions are as follows:��The Smithsonian Institution has never used the Book of Mormon in any way�as a scientific guide. Smithsonian archeologists see no connection�between the archeology of the New World and the subject matter of the Book.��You can’t find one shred of physical evidence to support the Book of Moron�in that territory. There are cities listed in the Book of Mormon with�rather interesting names, but to this day I can still go to Jericho,�Ninivah, Babylon, Jerusalem, Syria, Damascus and I can go to the Dead Sea,�but I can’t go to a single place in the Book of Mormon, because it doesn’t�exist. And that is a fact of history. Are we allowing ourselves to be�deceived? The Book of Mormon has over 3900 changes. (3912) Doctrine In�Covenants has over 2600 changes, (2687) and it isn’t even 200 years old�yet. You say,”what kind of changes?” Whole blocks of text taken out from�the original documents. Pages and pages. Insert delete, Insert delete. �I have volumes of them. You don’t see that stuff. People aren’t taught�that stuff. If you want to know the truth as an individual, you must dig�because the nature of man is to cover cover cover. I don’t care whether�you are a Hindu, a Buddhist or an Atheist. You’re in the twilight zone if�your not putting your mind to the work. Seeing what’s out there. We’re�no better than any person in the world. Are you taking charge and being�responsible in a logical aspect concerning your eternity? That’s the real�question.��The Bible: ��66 Books – 44 Writers – over a period of 4000 years. Every writer is�consistent and only one God. Of 44 writers, do you know what the laws of�probability are that 44 guys would sit down over a period of 2000 years�and write the same theme? It’s impossible, except with God. The ancient�writings have been left in such a way that we might examine them to. In�the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. That theme runs out�though the whole book. Every author says that’s the way it was. No�contradictions. In the garden, man was created and all the animals in six�days. Somebody might say, ”Wait a minute. I kind of believe the Bible,�but I think they were millions or even billions of years old, because you�know what scripture says.��Genesis 1:31 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.�And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.��“I know it says day there, but they really weren’t day days, like 24�hours. They were like billions of years. I can believe my Bible and�believe this evolution thing to.” No you can’t. Think with me for a�moment.��Peter II 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved,�that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years�like one day. ��Look here, it could have been billion years. All that tells you is God is�outside the realm of time. One day. A thousand years. It doesn’t make�any difference to Him, because He is eternal. Time is an element that He�created. If you are eternal, you have no need for time. ��So Moses went up on the mountain to get the big ten. ��Exodus 20:9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, �Exodus 20:10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the LORD your God; in it�you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or�your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you.��Exodus 20:11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the�sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the�LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.��If God would have used billions of years, Moses would have said, “For in�six billion the Lord made the heavens and the earth. And the sea and all�that is in them, and rested on the seventh billion year. Therefore the�Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. Now we see every 7 billion�years, the Jews take a holiday for a billion years. They would have shot�Moses deader than a doorknob if they would have had a gun. He quotes it�exactly the way it went down in the first book. He is consistent. Six�days is just like the six days that Moses stood before the people. We�have the evidence that’s the pattern they followed. “Well maybe God�didn’t want to confuse them with all that scientific stuff.” Yeah right!��John 5:46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote�about Me. �John 5:47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My�words?��You can’t believe in Jesus if you don’t believe what Moses said. Jesus�made that clear. Let’s do our premise, process thing again. The first�seven days. If they are really billions of years old, which is the time�frame that most of us say. Where the fossils were laid down. Those of�you that have some understanding about the scripture, will realize that�according to the Book of James, that death came into the world as a result�of sin. Following me? Adam and Eve were put into a garden of perfect. �They were never to die, right? Tell me, when did sin enter the picture? �Before or after the seventh day? Sin entered the picture after the�seventh day. Therefore there could not have been any death before the�seventh day. I you deny the seven days of creation, you deny the blood of�Jesus, because the only reason He had to come was because of sin. No�fossils before death, no death before sin and Adam sinned after God was�all done. ��You see we are back to that one reality. Were all going to die someday? �How’s your brain doing? Study and show your self approved. ��Job 26:7 He stretches out the north over empty space and hangs the earth�(not on elephants) on nothing. And that is exactly how we find it.��The Bible in Archaeology:��Until late in the 19th century nothing was known of the Hitites outside�the Bible. Their discovery was one of the most remarkable achievements of�archaeology. The Hitites were believed to be a myth and the Bible was the�only book that spoke about them. We have uncovered, in this century, one�of the biggest empires of that region. ��The longest Old Testament section in the Aramaic begins in Daniel chapter�2 verse 4. The first part of this verse is in Hebrew and the Aramaic�portion starts with the response of Chaldeans, “Oh King live forever”. An�interesting confirmation of this linguistic change within the verse has�come to light in recent years. The amazing Dead Sea Scrolls have produced�a little fragment of this section of Daniel. In the middle of Daniel�chapter 2 verse 4, the Hebrew stops and the Aramaic begins exactly as our�text reads 2000 years later. The Hebrew portion of Daniel resumes at the�end of chapter 7. This Aramaic to Hebrew transition is confirmed yet�another time by the Dead Sea Scrolls. For the change from Aramaic back to�Hebrew precisely at the correct point again. Exactly as our text reads�2000 years later. Not 200 years. 2000 years and the language changes in�the exact spots as we have our text today. There is only one person that�could keep that intact and He doesn’t live on this earth. ��Are we truly a result of mass pile of mish mash of articles and suddenly�one day we sprung into what we are? Are we honest enough to look about us�and say, “It’s a lie.” It just doesn’t fit. My concern is to try to�inspire you to look. ��Study and show yourself approved. ��God Bless ��





