PURSUING SERVANTHOOD THRU HUMILITY

Matthew 18:1-5
  
In order to pursue humility, we must recognize pride in our hearts. 
  
How do we recognize pride? 
1.  Vanity 
2.  Stubbornness – Proverbs 29:1 
3.  Exclusion – Luke 18:9-14 
  
In our day, pride is almost celebrated.  We sugar coat it by calling it confidence.  Boxing promoter Don King was quoted as saying, “I never cease to amaze my own self” – and then he added, “I say that humbly”. 
  
In Matthew 23:12, Jesus invites us to a life of humility. 
For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
[1] 
  
What does it mean to “humble yourself” in everyday life? 
  
Humility is the freedom to stop trying to be what we're not, or pretending to be what we're not, accepting our "appropriate smallness."
  
More than any other single way the grace of humility is worked into our lives through the Discipline of service…Nothing disciplines the inordinate desires of the flesh like service, and nothing transforms the desires of the flesh like serving in hidden-ness.  The flesh whines against service but screams against hidden service.  It strains and pulls for honor and recognition. 
  
The idea of divine Servanthood is beautifully described by Paul in Philippians 2:6-11.  
So how do we enter a life of Servanthood?
 
1.  The Ministry of the Mundane 
     The ministry of the mundane is serving in ways to promote others.  It’s serving in secrecy.  It’s serving in such a way that we cannot even be recognized by our serving.  It’s serving even though our service may never be appreciated. 
  
John Brodie, former quarterback for the San Francisco 49ers, was once asked why a million-dollar player like him should have to hold the ball for field goals and points after touchdown. "Well," said Brodie, "if I didn't, it would fall over." 
  
2.  The Ministry of Availability 
     Another form of service might be called the ministry of availability, or to bring it home where we live, the ministry of being interrupted.  The ministry of being interrupted is to lay aside your own self-importance and recognize the tremendous value of another. 
  

3.  The Ministry of Holding Our Tongue 
Avoiding the chance to let everyone know how much I know. 
4.  The Ministry of Bearing 
     We are called to bear one another's burdens.  Sometimes this involves praying for another's need, or trying to comfort someone in pain.  But at times it may feel as if an entire relationship is burdensome.  I may need to "bear with" people until I learn to love them. 
  
John 15:13 “Greater love has no on than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” 
PURITY AND HUMBLENESS

The Lord detest the thoughts of the wicked, but those of the pure are pleasing to him. Proverbs 15:26 

We’re talking about having a pure heart. We’re talking about being someone who is characterized by always having pure motives and a pure heart. 

When you have a pure heart, even your thoughts please God. Here’s a glimpse of what happens when you have a pure heart. When you keep your mind, your heart, and your motives totally clean and bathed in the blood of Jesus, asking forgiveness, focusing your energies on only doing what is pure and right, you begin to get a Holy Spirit anointed thought life.

Your mind will be cleared up enough so that you can hear things from God that you have never heard before. God is so pleased when you have a pure heart and begin to think pure thoughts so that His Spirit finds it easy to be at home in your thought life. Then you can start hearing things from God’s Spirit that you never heard before because you have cleaned out the pipes enough to allow His words flow into you. 

(What an incredible advantage it is to have a pure heart!) You’ll hear things from God that many people never get to hear. You’ll be way different from the “average Joe” youth group member who just goes to youth group but then tries to get away with everything he can through the rest of the week. You have the ability to tap into the holy God who created this whole universe. 

James 4:6 God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. (NKJV) 

1 Peter 5:5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another because “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 

The Bible shows us once again God’s attitude toward people who are proud: He opposes them. I think the truth is, there are a lot of proud Christians who are prideful because of what they own or do for a living. AS a result, God opposes them. If there’s one thing you don’t want, it’s God opposing you because whatever God opposes will fail. But He gives grace, or power, to the humble. Another word for grace is power. 

You are commanded in 1 Peter 5:5 to clothe yourself with humility. That means you have to put it on. I may not be the natural thing for you to be humble, but you’ve got to put on humility on a regular basis. You have to make a deliberate choice to have an attitude of servanthood, to bend over backwards to serve people. Others should see an attitude in you that says, “ You are important to me, and you are important to God.” How are you going to let people in this world know that they are important to God unless you show them that they are important to you? 

Too many people walk through life with a big ego, acting as if everything’s cool when everything’s not cool at all. And the reason life is not cool for them is that God opposes them. 

It is not possible for things to be cool if God goes against you. 
Most newborn babies become the center of attention. Everyone “oohs” and “aahs” at the sight of a newborn. All the attention is on this brand new human being. Everybody caters to the baby, feeds the baby, changes the baby, dresses the baby, and coos over the baby. Soon he learns that he learns that he is the center of her own world. Everyone waits on this newborn hand and foot, and right so, because the baby can’t do it by himself. 

As the child begins to grow, her parents know that it is not proper to always wait on her. She needs to learn to grow up and wait on herself a little bit at a time. Parents who don’t teach their children this principle have very self-centered, “me-oriented” children. They are eight years old and still say things like, “Where is my food?” Or, “Why didn’t you do this for me?” Why didn’t you do that for me?” All of us have seen spoiled children like that, and no one enjoys being with him or her. That kind of behavior is appropriate for a baby, but not for someone who is growing up. 

This also applies to our Christian life. When we are babies in Christ, everything is “I” oriented: How I feel, how I’m going to be blessed, how Jesus saved me. As you get your fire started and become stronger in the Lord, you need to understand how much Jesus loves you. How He wants to fill you, feed you, and nurture you. You need to be around people who constantly lift you and develop you as a man or woman of God. 

As you continue to grow up, it’s time to quit being so “me” centered – everything shouldn’t revolve around you. Our society is made up of very selfish people who are only concerned with “me,” “mine,” and “my”. People are always thinking about “my fun”, “my comfort,” “my reputation”, “my image”, “my friends”, “my car”, “my bedroom”, “and my stuff.” We concentrate on how “I” look. It’s always me, me, me. But as we grow up and mature as believers, there are some things that need to change. 

As we all know 1 Corinthians 13 is the love chapter. It talks about everything that someone who has the love of God in his heart should be doing and how he should be acting.

1 Corinthians 13:11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. When I was a child I was self-centered, I did childish things. But now that I have grown up a little bit I’ve matured, and I have learned how to love other people instead of just paying attention to myself. I have put away childish actions.

It’s time to step out of the “me” centered lifestyle, and begin to give ourselves away just as Jesus did here on the earth!







