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One of the single most important things you should learn to do as a believer is to discern the voice of God. There are many different voices in the world, but God’s is unique, because it’s His voice that will always lead you down the right path in life. Let’s look at a few ways to identify God’s voice over all the other ones vying for our attention.

The first few things to understand is that God’s voice can be:


1. Still & small (speaks to our spirits, some call it your “conscience”…the voice of the Holy Ghost.

2. Heard through the Word of God…the Word speaks to us about life and decisions…it’s our road map

3. Audible…God’s voice can be audible, but He rarely speaks this way (can be subject to deception)
TEXT: John 10:1-6, 24-30

How do we identify God’s voice? Just like with people’s voices, God’s has a characteristic that we can know & identify it by. (EX: my wife or kids calling to me in a crowd, I know their voice because I have spent lots of TIME with them)
God’s Voice Is Marked By:


I. Initiative (vv. 1-3)

    “and he calls his own sheep”
Key # 1: He takes the Initiative to communicate with you – Have you ever had that gentle tug or nudging of the Holy Spirit to spend time w/ God? Have you ever been in a situation where your Spirit man speaks up on the inside of you? Has God ever woken you up in the middle of the night? If He truly desires fellowship w/ you, then He can & will take the initiative! 


II. Clarity (vv. 3, 27)
“and the sheep hear his voice... My sheep hear My voice”

Key # 2: He is always clear, but not always immediately understood – God’s voice is not confusing, it’s not gray, and it’s not depressing. You may not always completely understand what He’s trying to tell you right away, or see the complete big picture, but it is clear.


What are the hindrances to hearing God?

Hindrance #1: Disbelief – A lack of faith will always be a hindrance to hearing God’s voice. If you don’t believe He has a desire to speak to you, then He probably won’t. You definitely have to be more in touch with your spirit man than your mind (I’m not saying pull your mind out & throw it away.) A lack of faith is displeasing to God.

John 8:47 “He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God.”

I Corinthians 2:14 “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

Hindrance #2: Disobedience – Being out of God’s will by not obeying Him will cause you not to hear His voice. God not speaking to you lately? Go back & do the last thing He told you to do!

Hebrews 5:12-14 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again... you have come to need milk and not solid food... But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

Hindrance #3: Distraction – Sometimes you may just have to turn the music off (gasp!), TV, video games, girlfriend, whatever…He likes to have your undivided attention.

Matthew 6:6 “But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place...”

III. Intimacy (v. 3)

“and he calls his own sheep by name”


Key # 3: He is Intimate with you.
His intimacy with us is expressed by:
Individual Compassion 
Individual Concern
Manifest Joy

IV. Purpose (v. 3) 
“... and leads them out”

Key # 4: He speaks with Purpose and He seeks a Response. – I’ve never known God to just want to chitchat or talk about the Cowboys season – He always speaks with purpose, and He definitely wants a response from you.

Luke 8:22-25 “Now it happened, on a certain day, that He got into a boat with His disciples. And He said to them, ‘Let us cross over to the other side of the lake.’ And they launched out. But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water, and were in jeopardy. And they came to Him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we are perishing!’ Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water. And they ceased, and there was a calm. But He said to them, ‘Where is your faith?’” 

Romans 10:14 “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word (rhema = utterance) of God.”

V. Authority (vv. 4-5) 
“... and they follow Me”

Key # 5: He speaks with Authority – God’s voice isn’t some wimpy begging “will you please do this” kind of voice…it’s the voice that calms storms, drives out demons, calls forth dead bodies and rebukes religious people!

Luke 5:5 “Simon answered and said to Him, ‘Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word (rhema = utterance) I will let down the net.”

In conclusion, the voice of God usually does three things:
      1. Comforts us in time of trouble or pain
      2. Convicts us of sin or complacency

      3. Compels us to good works
