"Getting Passionate about Prayer"


I want to talk to you about prayer because I really feel that God is bringing us into some new realms of prayer here at FACC, and at Youth Aflame. I think that He's formulating some awesome stuff in the Spirit right now. Revival is coming to us, the fire of God, and we need to be ready!

HOW MANY:
like to pray? 

Want to pray more? 

Want to be better at prayer? 

Then you are at the right place at the right time because for the next few weeks we are going to look into the basics of prayer and beyond.

I don't know about you, but I want to improve in prayer. I want to get streamlined in prayer. I want to get so good at prayer that I just kind of ease my way through it. 

EX: area of “streamlining” in something (cell phones)

That’s how I want to get in prayer!
We should glide through prayer like butter. We struggle way too much in prayer sometimes. We get on our face and it's like, "Oh, God, PLEASE! Please God I need a car, I need it NOW. I have a job! I have to be there at 4! I NEED a car NOW God!" (Or we wait until the last second to pray.) 

God's word is true - all the time! God doesn't back off of it. If you start with that as a basis of His Word, it will make prayer a lot easier. 

There are four things that are actually preparation for prayer. 

EX: Swimming. Stretch your muscles. Prepare your bodies before you get in the pool. Also prepare mentally.

If your muscles are bunched up, you feel like a rock in the water. (Have you ever seen a rock swim?) 

There is preparation to get you ready to swim; there is also preparation to get yourself ready to pray. There's mental preparation and other things that you've got to do to go into prayer to make it effective. Do you want to be effective in prayer?

I believe that God is bringing us into greater realms of prayer. I'm going to give you four things that Jesus talks about that are preparation for prayer.



"And when you pray, don't be like the hypocrites. They love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets that they may be seen by men. Surely I say to you, they have their reward."
(Matthew 6:5) 


NUMBER ONE:
 Don't pray to look cool. Jesus said, don't be like the hypocrites, they pray in front of everybody to look cool. Jesus said that is their reward.

EX:  see if you can imagine this in the crowded halls of your school.

 "Hey Josh, how are you doing? What's going on man? Hey, it's good to see you, Hey... You know what? Let's pray. I need a car and let's pray, so I'm going to pray… GOD, OH GOD, I need a car real bad and GOD, oh LORD, please give me a car and Josh is agreeing with me right now cause Josh is really cool and I'm praying now and Lord, I thank you that you know I'm just spiritual and praying and Lord, give me a car in Jesus name!" 

How many of you have ever prayed for a car? Can you imagine standing there like that and getting LOUD and praying as LOUD as you can? Do you know what? You ain't getting a car! You know what you'll get? You'll get Josh's attention! That's what you'll get. That's the answer to your prayer right there. Why? Because you were praying to look cool! 

Jesus said that if you pray in front of other people to look cool, that's your reward and that's all. That is your total reward. You get their attention because you're being loud and that's what you get and that's all. Did you get your prayer answered? No! You just got attention. So if you're praying to get attention, stop it! Don't go in to prayer with that kind of mentality. 

NUMBER ONE IS AS SIMPLE AS THIS: Don't pray to look cool. 

NUMBER TWO: 
What you do is as important as what you say. Let me put that another way. HOW you pray is as important as WHAT you pray. Jesus said go into the secret place in Matthew 6:6. He said that you need to go into your room. 

The literal translation of this is "Go into the most private place."
 It's talking about your bedroom. It's talking about your most private place. The place where, you know, you sometimes get undressed. Go into that really private place. 

But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
(Matthew 6:6) 

He said shut the door and talk to your father who sees in secret. This is amazing, the father who sees in secret. You'd think he'd just be sitting there listening, right? But the father who sees in secret will reward you openly. He's watching you. HE'S WATCHING YOU! You say, well I thought He was listening to my every prayer. Well, he IS listening, but He's WATCHING you too. (NOTE: touch on corporate prayer)

Maybe you get up in the morning saying, "I'm going to praise God. Oh, thank you Jesus, thank you God. Oh, Lord, I'm just going to walk around here in prayer. I think I'll sit down for while and just pray. I'll just sit here and prayer. Maybe I’ll just lay here. Oh, Jesus, Jesus. Thank you God. Yes, Lord. Thank you God. ZZZZZZZZZZ.” 
Anyone ever did that in prayer? {C'mon, be honest with me. (Yeah, I've done it too.)}

Jesus is watching us. (Nothing wrong with lying before the Lord…not telling lies, lying down…) There's nothing wrong with resting in God, but if you want effective prayer, what you do is as important as what you say. What we say not the only thing important…”your Father sees what is done”) 



Jesus wants us to be fervent in prayer. 

James 5:16 "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much." 

You could say the effective heart-felt prayer or the effective passionate prayer of a righteous man gets a lot of results. If it's not passionate, it won't get the same amount of results. Your passion is going to make a lot of difference in your prayers! (God's watching.) 

What if the whole basis of my relationship with my wife Lynette, was like that? What if every night we would be together and she leaned over and said, "Honey, I just love you so much. I just think you're awesome. Thank you for being my husband." And I nod off and go, ZZZZZZZZZZZZZ. What do you think is going to happen to a relationship like that? 

What's the deal? NO PASSION! There's not a connection there. But if she said, "Honey I love you." and I go, "I love you too." Then she said, "But I REALLY love you!" and I go, "Oh baby, I really, really, really love you!" (Are you guys getting grossed out yet?) 

God is looking for some passion! He is looking a FIRE in you! The effectual, fervent prayer... You don't just say it! You mean it! Your fervent passionate prayer gets results! 

Hey! God IS watching! 

NUMBER 3: 

"And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words."
(Matthew 6:7 NKJV)
Shallow prayers get shallow results. If you're just saying stuff to say stuff, the result will only be lots of meaningless words. Tons of teenagers pray this way. (EX: Get in a circle & start to pray, sounds like they are praying to themselves instead of God…WEIRD!)

It goes something like this, "Lord, bless us today and really help us to be blessed and stuff and thank you God for just really being a blessing to us. And bless my dog…" 

NO PASSION… just saying stuff to say stuff. I'm not sure if they are praying to hear themselves pray or what. That's not effective prayer. That's vain repetition. 

It's really funny sometimes to listen to different people pray. EX: The "Father God" routine. (“Father God, we pray Father God, that you Father God, would come, Father God and bless us Father God and give us, Father God, the things, Father God, that we need Father God.")

What if you went home and you talked to your dad that way? "Dad, I dad, would like, dad to say dad, that I dad, need a car dad, and could I borrow the car dad tonight dad?" 

Or they use "Jesus" for "Father God". "Jesus, we pray to you Jesus, and thank you Jesus that Jesus... Jesus... Jesus..." It's nervous repetition. It may be because you're not confident in what you're saying, maybe you haven't thought through it, maybe it's not heartfelt, and maybe it's not full and out of your spirit. You're just trying to fill up air space with some words but that's really vain repetition. 

Are you bad for doing that? No, but we ought to get more effective in prayer.

It's not wrong to do that: LET’S MOVE ON! Cut your "Father God's" in half. Say it half as many times. Cut the times you say Jesus in half and your prayers will be more effective. It's not vain repetition. Don't just say stuff to fill the air with words. 

TO BE CONTINUED…

