Getting Passionate about Prayer
Part 3

REVIEW:


“Preparation for prayer”
1. Don’t pray to look cool.

2. What you do is as important as what you say.

3. Shallow prayers get shallow results.

4. Make the connection!

“Seven principles for effective prayer”

1. Personal relationship

2. Worship

3. Bring heaven here! (Ron Macintosh – Revival = God came)

4. Don’t worry about tomorrow

NUMBER 5: Matthew 9:12 "Forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors."

What is Jesus saying here? God keep us clean and unhindered. Effective prayer cannot occur if you have unforgiveness, bitterness or resentment against somebody.

If you have bitterness against somebody, if you're mad at somebody or if you're angry at somebody and you go to God in prayer..."God, oh God give me some new clothes, give me some new clothes." What do you think God would say about that? God says "Excuse me but, you can't come in here praying like that when you have all this junk in your life." We need to UNLOAD!! Get rid of that stuff.

"Oh, but God, they stink and they're ugly and I don't like them at all so give me some new clothes." No. Jesus said forgive us our debts as... "AS!" Say "as." AS we forgive each other! The same degree of forgiveness you release to other people is the same degree of forgiveness you get from God!  (Kind or makes you want to forgive all the time. Doesn't it?)

If you hold something against somebody it's going to hinder your prayers. It's NOT going to hinder God! It's going to hinder YOUR prayers. God's still going to be working. God's still going to do stuff, but you're not going to get what you need. Why? Because effective prayer can't work when you have a heart full of that unforgiveness junk.

So that is number five, "Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors." (Matthew 9:12) Or you could say, "Keep us clean and unhindered Lord." He's talking about forgiveness!

**GO OVER MARK 11:11 – 26


NUMBER 6: Matthew 9:13 "And lead us..." 

Now, a lot of people read that, this way, "And lead us not..." It's amazing, if you read
the Bible certain ways, it means totally different things.

EX: I didn't say she was pretty. (What does that mean to you?) I didn't say she was pretty. It's just a statement, right? (read out loud and emphasize the capitalized words.) "I didn't say she was pretty." or "I DIDN'T say she was pretty." or "I didn't SAY she was pretty." or "I didn't say SHE was pretty." or "I didn't say she WAS pretty." and "I didn't say she was PRETTY."

The Bible says, "And lead us not into temptation." But I want to key on the phrase, "And LEAD US." Ephesians 6 it says we wrestle not against flesh and blood and a lot of Christians go, hey we WRESTLE NOT! And so they never have victory over the devil because they don't do anything about the devil or try to kick him out of their life. Why? Because they have a verse! - "We wrestle not." So they don't fight! The devil walks all over them. He brings sin into their life. He just shows up, rings the doorbell and says, "I got some sin here for ya." And they go, "Alright. Bring it in here. Set it up over there. We'll plug it in later."

Why? Because they "Wrestle not." If the devil comes to your door you ought to go, "No! Get out of here in Jesus' Name." And he has to flee. Why? You submit to God, and you resist!

(OR) "And lead us." Some people do it this way. "And lead us not. Lord, lead us not. I can't understand why I'm so confused. Lord, lead us not." (BIG DIFFERENCE!)

EX: "And lead us Lord, not into temptation, but lead us into deliverance. Deliver my every step. God look out for me. God protect me. God take care of my family and me. Take care of my friends. Take care of my church. God take care of us. In Jesus' Name. Take care of my school. God in the Name of Jesus, I'm determined that you're going to lead us this year at school. I believe that kids are going to get saved this year because you're going to deliver us from every problem, every attack of the devil, and every evil thing that the devil's going to try put on us." 


NUMBER 7: Matthew 9:13 - "...for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen."

It ends with worship. Effective prayer starts with worship and a personal relationship and it ends with worship. You've got to wrap everything you do with God with worship. You've got to worship Him in the beginning, and you've got to worship Him at the end. You've got to worship Him at the beginning of the day; you've got to worship Him at the end of the day. Why? It seals it. It takes care of it.

You know what it says to God when you end up a prayer this way? It says, God, I know that you're God and I know that you'll take care of it and I know that you'll answer my prayer and I know that you'll back me up and I know that you'll do everything that you said you'd do.

That's what your worship says. Your worship to God says “You are God and You can handle it. And I'm not God”. (EX: Winkey Pratney...greatest revelation that he ever had was God is God and I'm not) A whole lot of people try to be God in their own lives. They try to be in control. They try to take care of everything. NO! Effective prayer means praying this way. You've got to prepare yourself before you go in and once you go in, you do it specifically and you cover the areas.

You can take any one of these seven principles and springboard off of them into realms of prayer. Take needs for instance. There are different needs…all of a sudden you can move into a different mode in prayer. Suddenly you won't just be praying for your own needs, but the needs of your family, the needs of your friends. Why? Because you're taking care of needs right there. It's unselfish prayer.

God likes unselfish prayer. He really does. Why? He's an unselfish God. God so loved the world that He gave us His only Son. (John 3:16)


When Jesus came to the earth, He had a job (Take 12 guys, train them and preach the gospel…heal people and bless people). Jesus finished his work. When He hung on the cross, He said “it is finished” and then He died. He had completed everything that He was supposed to come to earth to complete. Then He went onto his real job.

Do you know what Jesus' job is right now? PRAYER. Do you know what He's doing in heaven now? He's praying. He's praying for you. Do you know what His prayer is? He goes before the heavenly father and He stands in the gap for you!

Do you know what you're doing when you get into effective prayer like we've been talking about for the last couple weeks? You're joining Him. You're joining Him before the Father in prayer. Are you trying to manipulate God into doing some stuff for you that you want? NO. You're stepping into the relationship that God has created for you, that He has provided for you.

That's why you start with your prayer making it person. "Our Father." Our father, Jesus’ Father, my Father and our Father. You're joining Jesus in his job. You're a co-laborer with him. (Isn't that cool?!!)

Jesus wants you to join Him. How many of you want to join Him?

