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INTRO

1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, 33just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved. 11:1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

Scripture commands us, to do everything for the glory of God.  In other words... to live to please and honor God in everything we do and say!  The things we do in public, and the things we do in private should be glorifying to God! God sees everything we do.  Our whole life should be lived as an act of worship to our Savior!  The things we do and say will be in direct proportion to our heart attitude and personal relationship with God.  We should conduct our lives in a way that is holy and pleasing to God; that builds Christ up, not ourselves. That is practical godliness!
PLEASING OUR HEAVENLY DAD

God is our heavenly Father and just as children live to please their Dad and gain his approval, we should be living to please God!

1 Colossians 1:9-10 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Remember God sees us when no one else does.  (Walking in the Spirit = A “God Consciousness”) If we want to please our heavenly Dad we will do the best and act the best we can!  God only requires our best, not someone else's best. 
LIVING SACRIFICES

Let’s break down this verse & see what God expects from us…
Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual act of worship.
1. Offer your bodies as living sacrifices…

1 Corinthians 6:18-20  Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Galatians 2:20   I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me. 
We are to be living sacrifices to God.  As Christians we must remember that we are not our own anymore, and are not to live for ourselves like we once did.  We are to live for Jesus only!  We are to live this life as living martyrs!

1 Corinthians 6:19b-20 You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your body.
           
Scripturally, a sacrifice is always to be without defect, which symbolically represents being without sin!  We as Christians must get rid of sin in our lives and repent as soon as we blow it!
We can't be a Christian in the true sense of the word (follower/disciple/imitator of Christ), and be continuing in deliberate sin.  The two cannot go together, we can only follow one master... and if our master isn't Jesus, then it's Satan.
2. Holy and pleasing to God...

Everything we do is to be holy (pure in God's eyes) and pleasing to God.  If we are honest with ourselves, we know what things we do are pleasing to God and what things aren't.
2 Peter 3:10-14 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.14Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;
3. This is your spiritual act of worship...
 John 4:24 God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth. 
Living a holy life, pleasing to God is true worship.  We do not worship God just in praise and worship times; God sees everything we do and views it as worship to Him.  Do you think God sees your life as worship pleasing to Him?
   
CAUSING SOMEONE TO STUMBLE

Romans 14:13Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another.  Instead make up in your mind not to put a stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way. 
Romans 14:20-21 All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble.  It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother to fall. 
1 Corinthians 10:32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God.  

Causing someone to stumble in their Christian walk simply means... being responsible in some way for weakening another person's faith.  It may be something you do or something you don't do.  If, by your actions you cause someone to stumble spiritually, the Bible calls it sin!  We as growing Christians need to understand the issue of causing another to stumble and live how God wants us to live.
Always remember whatever we do, we always affect somebody, and nearly everyone is looked up to by someone. 
Matthew 18:6 But if anyone causes one of these little ones to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 
Luke 17:1-5 Then He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to him through whom they do come! 2It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. 3Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.”

5And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”
Sobering verses aren't they!  We are held responsible and are accountable to some degree if we cause a weaker Christian to stumble and fall into sin!  We must be very careful not to do anything that will weaken or destroy the work of God in ourselves and/or others, and not to do anything that may give others a reason to speak evil against God and Christianity.
TAKING THE GLORY STEALS GOD’S GLORY

We must always remember that without God we are nothing!  God gives us gifts and they should be used for His purposes and His glory.  Sadly most people in the world (including many Christians) use their God-given talents for their own glory and forget about God.  When you are complemented for a job well done, be very careful not to let it go to your head...  remember God and give Him the glory!  
Satan fell through pride.   Pride is a deadly sin.   Give all the glory to God.

6 GUIDELINES FOR PRACTICAL GODLINESS

This is not some “recipe for success” to living a godly life, but if we follow these principles and ask ourselves these questions, we can!

1. Are you sure it would glorify God?


          1 Corinthians 10:31b Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. (Is God getting glory, are you getting glory, or someone else?)
2. Are you sure Jesus would do it?

          1 Peter 2:21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his footsteps. (WWJD is an over used cliché, but it is a good lifestyle…so WWJD?)
3. Are you sure it would be a good witness?

         Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (What does your lifestyle say about the God you serve…do people see Jesus in you?)
4. Are you sure God would call it pleasing worship?

          Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual act of worship. (Our whole life should be worship to God…does yours reflect this?)
5. Are you sure God would be pleased with you?

          2 Corinthians 5:9-10 So we make it our goal to please him...  For we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ, that each may receive what is due him for the things done in the body, whether good or bad. (We are to please GOD, not MAN!)
6. Are you sure it would not cause someone to stumble?

          1 Corinthians 10:32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God. (This includes NON-BELIEVERS!)

CONCLUSION

1 Corinthians 10:31b Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
