Breakfast with Jesus

“How to be a Runner”

Habakkuk 2:2 - The Just Live by Faith
2 Then the LORD answered me and said: "Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it. 3 For the vision is yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 4 "Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live by his faith.

We are in a church that has VISION – if you’re here (your home church)…you’ll be a DOER, you’ll be a person w/ VISION…you’ll accomplish great things for the Kingdom of God…you’ll have a ministry…there’s no way you can’t! We’re not going to be talking much about “THE” vision today, but how to get it fulfilled.
According to Hab. 2:2, vision can (and usually does) tarry…what are we to do in the mean time? What are we to do PERIOD? What part do we play in the vision?

YOU ARE A RUNNER! - (Bro. Mike – stealing my fire, Lord rebuked me…He said, don’t you see how I’ve set this up?)

EX. Of running…Michael Johnson…Michael Jordan…work ethics etc. They run TO WIN!!! {Me – guy on motorcycle w/ camera}

Everyone in the local church is part of the race in some way (talking about vision here, we’re all running the race for the great prize – Christ) AND, any great athlete will tell you they didn’t do it on their own (teammates, trainers)

Striving for a Crown – 1 Corinthians 9:24
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? {{No one remembers 2nd place}} Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

We are not in a competition (against each other); we are all runners…we are not running to show good works, or to look like the best runner (being religious)…Paul addressed this in Galatians 5 (about liberty in Christ). 

The Works of the Flesh and of the Spirit - Galatians 5
1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 2 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. 3And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law. 4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love. 

LIBERTY DOES NOT MEAN LICENSE!


Love Fulfills the Law
7 You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?  {You can run the race and be hindered from obeying the truth – walking in love!}

Message: “You were running superbly! Who cut in on you, deflecting you from the true course of obedience?
8 This persuasion does not come from Him who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump. 10 I have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will have no other mind; but he who troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. 11And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I still suffer persecution? Then the offense of the cross has ceased. 12 I could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off! (Know what he’s saying here??) 13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!

There WILL BE people & situations to try and get you off track…if you’re not walking in the Spirit, you can get sidetracked in the flesh!

THE GREATEST THING THAT WE CAN DO TO FULFILL THE VISION & BE A GOOD RUNNER IS TO SPEND TIME WITH GOD!


Luke 19:10 "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.'' (Notice “that” not “them”)
What was lost? God did not create you to save the world…Jesus died to reconcile the world back to what Adam had in the garden (what was the original purpose God created MAN? For worship, fellowship, communion…to walk & talk in the garden) In the local church and in life, your goal in anything you do ministry related should be to do what Jesus said…preaching the Good News is not “you can miss hell today”, but that you can be in God’s presence today! (The thief – Jesus didn’t say, “you missed hell buddy”)

Bible example of fellowship w/ God (understanding that when we come together at church or home, it is to celebrate Christ…communion etc.)…
Look at what was happening in Acts…
Acts 2:42-46
 42And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

We need to understand what communion means, it’s not some ritual, but it is remembering what Christ did for us, communing with Him, worshipping Him for what He’s done! (We should do it often, not just here at church, but at home also)


EX: best time for me in the presence of God is during communion…I can’t do it w/o choking up into tears…
BREAKFAST WITH JESUS (now the message starts)
THE BIG QUESTION: Where’s Jesus in what we do?


Read John 21
In the 21st chapter of John, Jesus appeared on 2 occasions, but in 21st chapter they are in a quandary and decide to take up their former occupation…they go fishing (what’s familiar…could’ve been a while since they’ve seen Jesus & given up hope…remember, no Baptism of the Holy Ghost yet). They know the lake, stay out all night, know all the primo spots…and they catch…NOTHING. (Losers…or were they?)

(Read v. 4-6) – John immediately knew it was Jesus…it had Jesus written all over it! Peter (in very Peter-like fashion) jumps in and splashes to shore. The disciples row like mad to shore. WHY? Because they all realize at that moment nets don’t matter, boats don’t matter & fish don’t matter…JUST LIKE IN LUKE 5! (Remember how they met Jesus?)

You know what did matter at the point? NOTHING!
Turns out that wasting hours getting no results, catching no fish is what they needed to recognize Jesus. They had been frustrated, hurt, lonely, depressed, afraid and disillusioned. Jesus didn’t care about the big catch of fish; he cared about the guys on the boat. He didn’t want to teach them more stuff, he wanted to spend time w/ them, have breakfast one last time. HE WAS SETTING PRECEDENCE W/ THEM!

NOTICE: 7 present in the boat (Judas dead)…where were the other 4? Can you imagine how they felt knowing they missed an opportunity w/ Christ? To see a miracle? (Apparently this was a divine appt.) HOW OFTEN have we missed church & someone tells us how good it was (cuz I’m gone?)
FISHING:  EX: men say “it’s fun even if we don’t catch nothin’” (baloney)

Imagine how they felt after being disillusioned & feeling like failures and then not catching anything all night (last thing they wanna hear is a guy on the shore telling them how to fish…guy w/ an ice chest full…hate that guy)

Jesus understands that it is easy to substitute programs, results & ministry for Him. If our ministries are going well, or going poor, the question should always be the same…WHERE’S JESUS?

Address failure: (not an option in corporate world)…something dead, BURY IT! Programs fail because we haven’t asked WHERE’S JESUS!

EX: Current trend in youth ministry – churches w/ program ministries…seeker friendly…Jesus stands against the wall looking a bit lonely, waiting for us to recognize Him & want to spend time w/ Him.

My wife and I have discovered that the less time we see each other, the worse we get along…the more we see each other, the better we get along!
{Address burnout marriages, ministries, friendships…etc.} – Comes from being out of God’s presence, and operating in the flesh, not the Spirit (God’s not a pusher, He’s a leader)

Spending time w/ God is THE MOST relevant thing in fulfilling this church’s vision…without it you can’t get direction from headquarters; you won’t have the strength to carry on.

EX: (Remember what Mike Keyes said about spiritual strength?) Let’s look at his list:

1. Worship

2. Praise

3. Prayer

4. Confession

5. Meditation

6. Reading – Study

7. Sharing

Isn’t it interesting that the first 6 were RELATIONAL – COMMUNION – only the last one was sharing!

He was talking about free time, & I said what is free time! (God took me back…) God made a 24-hour day, and there IS time for Him! He knew it’d be enough!

People worry so much about “God’s will”, and His will is TO BE WITH YOU…if you aren’t doing that, then start there, don’t worry about the rest!

Micah 6:8 “He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?” (EX: I’ve never had to seek ministry, it just came to me)
8 THINGS TO DO TO BE A GOOD RUNNER

1. Develop a lifestyle of praise, worship, prayer and devotion (PRIORITIES – some say God 1st, family 2nd, others 3rd…it all should revolve around Christ, Him being the center)


2. Be faithful in church attendance (ALL functions within reason)


3. Submit yourself to your church and the man of God in your life (here – Pastor Dave…walk in integrity, loyalty, honor, commitment…don’t have a critical spirit, JESUS DON’T!)


4. Begin to stretch beyond your limits…go beyond your comfort zone (EX: me – youth ministry)


5. Get Wisdom (Prov. 4:1-12)


6. Pray for AND seek ways to get the vision fulfilled & produce fruit (Let God use your uniqueness & talents for good)


7. Allow the Holy Spirit to continue to mold, shape, & conform you into the image of Christ (are you different today than you were yesterday? When is the last time you had a growth spurt?). GROW UP! (youth – gray headed diaper wearing old Christians)


8. Keep your eye on the prize! (NOT eternal life, but Jesus…HE’S the prize! (Athletes work for earthly glory…we work for spiritual Glory) 

Hebrews 12:1-2

The Race of Faith

Renew Your Spiritual Life
1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Have you had breakfast with Jesus lately? It’s not too late to start…He’s on the shore right now, waiting…

